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THE VIRGINIA FRONTIER IN HISTORY— 1778. 
By David I. Bushnell, Jr. 



II. General McIntosh 

The early part of the year 1778 found the frontier settlements 
in grave danger. British agents among the Indians beyond the 
Ohio, led by Col. Hamilton, the commanding officer at Detroit, 
were evidently actively engaged in preparing the Indians for 
attacks on widely separated parts of the frontier. The scattered 
posts, extending from Fort Pitt to Fort Randolph, and beyond, 
formed scant protection against incursions from the west, and 
small bands of hostile warriors could easily penetrate the line 
of defense and reach the border settlements. In the spring of 
this year commissioners appointed from Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania met at Fort Pitt to consider the many questions, and to 
endeavor to devise means of gaining peace for the western 
country. It was the opinion of the commissioners, George 
Clymer and Sampson Mathews, that a successful expedition 
against Detroit would produce the desired results, and in their 
report to Congress, dated Pittsburg, April 27, 1778, they said 
in part : "This, among other considerations, induces us to submit 
to Congress the propriety of immediately setting on foot an 
Expedition, whose object shall be Detroit, the source of all the 
Calamity, in which if we are fortunate, Peace and Security will 
undoubtedly succeed in this Quarter."(l) This was the ques- 
tion before Congress on June 11, 1778, and the following minutes 
appear in the journal of that date ; after reviewing the conditions 
it was agreed : "That from the account given by Captain White 

1-The entire report will be given in the fourth section of this series on 
The Virginia Frontier in History. 

All references to the journals of Congress are quoted from the Journals 
of the Continental Congress 1774-17S9, Washington, 1908. The extracts 
from the Journal of the Virginia Council are from the manuscript volume 
preserved in the Virginia State Library at Richmond. 
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Eyes(2) a Delaware chief, to the commissioners of Indian 

affairs lately convened at Fort Pitt, the fortress of Detroit was, 

dining the last winter, in the same defenceless situation it has 

been in for some years past : 

************ 

Resolved, That an expedition be immediately undertaken, 
whose object shall be, to reduce, if practicable, the garrison 
of Detroit, and to compel to terms of peace such of the Indian 
nations now in arms against these states as lie on, or contig- 
uous to, the route betwixt Fort Pitt and Detroit: 
************ 

That the governor and council of the State of Virginia be 

requested, on the application of the Board of War, or of 

Brigadier M'Intosh, to call forth such a body of their militia, 

(not exceeding 2,500 men,) as shall be judged necessary to 

complete the number of men appropriated for this service."(3) 

It was also agreed "That Patrick Lockhart, Esq r be appointed 

to procure provisions, pack-horses, and other necessaries for the 

army destined for the above mentioned operations." 

The Journal of the Virginia Council contains the following 
references to the proposed expedition : 
"Tuesday July 7, 1778 
"The Governor having laid before the Board a Letter from 
the Board of War, another from General Mcintosh and sun- 
dry papers from Congress relating to an Expedition resolved 
on by Congress against Detroit, & requiring from this State 
large Supplies of Militia, Horses, provisions, Clothing, am- 
munition & other necessaries for the said Expedition — 
The Board considering the advanced Season of the Year, the 
extensive preparations called for & the exhausted State of the 
Country as to most of the particulars which to compose them, 

2-For an account of this chief see article in Handbook of American 
Indians, Bulletin 30, Bureau of American Ethnology. In the spring of 
1778 a silver medal was presented to White Eyes "in the name of Con- 
gress." 

3-Gen. Lachlan Mcintosh was born in Scotland in 1725. The family 
removed to Georgia about 1736. In September 1776 he was appointed 
brigadier general in the Continental army with a command in Georgia. 
The winter of 1777 was passed at Valley Forge and late in the following 
spring he was placed in command of Fort Pitt, to relieve Gen. Edward 
Hand who was recalled, at his own request, on May 2, 1778. 
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cogent objections which support such an opinion giving Con- 
gress notice at the same time, that the Executive power of 
this State will give every requisite aid to the persons employed 
in procuring the articles necessary for the enterprise until 
their ultimate decision in the matter be known." 
"Wednesday July 8, 1778 

"His Excellency laying before the Board a Letter which he 
had prepared to the President of Congress in consequence of 
with the dispersed situation of the Militia & distance of the 
object, are of opinion that the Expedition is utterly impracti- 
cable within the present Campaign and advise his Excellency 
to write to Congress submitting to their Consideration the 
their advice yesterday, it was read, approved of & ordered 
to be recorded." 
"Thursday July 9, 1778 

"The Governor having laid before the Board a Letter from 
Captain Patrick Lockhart, agent appointed by Congress to 
purchase necessaries for the Expedition against Detroit, and 
another from Sampson Matthews, esquire, by which it appears 
that from the Want of Flour Casks a much larger Quantity of 
Linen will be wanted for Bags than this State can possibly 
supply and that the necessary Beeves cannot be procured 
without a Warrant from the Executive to empress them in the 
Hands of the owners — which the Law does not empower them 
to grant — they do advise the Governor, as the only method 
of saving much useless expence to the public to recommend 
to Capt. Lockhart to desist from his purchases till the result 
of the last application to Congress on that Subject shall be 
known." 

The communication from Virginia having been presented to 
Congress, that body, on July 25, 1778, resolved that : 
"The Board of War, to whom were referred the letters from 
his excellency Patrick Henry, Esq. governor of Virginia, 
dated 8 and 10 July, report. 

That, "from various enquiries made by the Board, it appears 
that success in an expedition against Detroit cannot be reas- 
onably expected, unless the force destined for that service be 
ready to march from Fort Pitt by the first of September : 
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"That from the letters received from Governor Henry & Mr 

Patrick Lochkart it appears that the capital articles 

necessary for carrying on the expedition. .cannot be pro- 
cured by any means 'within the time limit 

"Resolved That the expedition against the fortress of Detroit 
be, for the present, deferred : 

"That Brigadier General M'Intosh be directed to assemble at 
Fort Pitt, as many continental troops and militia as will 
amount to fifteen hundred, and proceed, without delay, to 
destroy such towns of the hostile tribes of Indians as he, in 
his discretion, shall think will most effectually tend to chastise 
and terrify the savages, and to check their ravages on the 
frontiers of these states." 

"That such of the articles as have been already procured for 
the expedition against Detroit, and which are necessary for 
the incursion against the Indian towns, be appropriated for 
that purpose, and that the Board of War be directed to give 
the necessary orders to this point :" 

"That Governor Henry be informed of the determination of 
Congress with respect to the intended Expedition, and that 
he be desired to furnish General M'Intosh with such a number 
of militia as the general shall apply for, to make up the com- 
plement of men destined for an incursion into the Towns of 
the hostile Indians." 

From the preceding resolutions of Congress it will be seen that 
the action of the Governor Henry, and the Council, and their 
better knowledge of the requirements of frontier warfare, pre- 
vented the proposed expedition against Detroit. The communi- 
cations from Congress having been duly received by Governor 
Henry, were laid before the Council and considered on August 
6, 1778. The minutes of the meeting as entered in the journal 
on that day are : 

"The Governor having laid before the Board sundry Resolu- 
tions of Congress of 25 th July and asked their advice there- 
upon, and the same being read and considered, The Board ad- 
vised his Excellency to enclose the Resolution for deferring 
the Expedition against the Fortress of Detroit for the present, 
and the one directing the articles already procured for the 
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said Expedition and which are necessary for the incursion 
against the Towns of the Hostile Indian Tribes to be appro- 
priated for that purpose, to Patrick Lockhart Esquire & desire 
him to conduct himself accordingly — Also they advise his 
Excellency to direct the County Lieutenants of Washington, 
Montgomery, Botetourt, Augusta, Rockbridge, Rockingham, 
Green Brier, Shenando, Berkeley, Frederick, Hampshire, 
Monongalia, Yohogania & Ohio, to draw out so many men 
properly equipped, from the Militia of their respective 
Counties as General Mackintosh may demand, in order to 
comply with the Directions of Congress for destroying such 
towns of the hostile Tribes of Indians as General Mackintosh 
in his discretion shall think will most effectually tend to 
chastise and terrify the Savages & to check their ravages on 
the Frontiers, giving General Mackintosh notice of such 
Directions." 

At this same time the distant settlements in Kentucky were 
in great danger, and the Indians from across the Ohio were ever 
near. On February 7, 1778, Daniel Boone and twenty-six com- 
panions, while hunting in the vicinity of Blue Licks, where they 
had been engaged in the manufacture of salt, were surprised 
and captured by a large party of Indians. They were taken 
across the Ohio, and later Boone and ten others were conducted 
to Detroit. Col. Hamilton was unable to secure their release. 
Boone was then taken by the Indians to the Scioto Salt Lick, 
thence they returned to the Indian town of Chillicothe. Here 
were gathered many warriors, four hundred or more in number, 
whom Boone learned were planning an attack on the Kentucky 
settlement of Boonesborough. Soon after gaining this know- 
ledge Boone succeeded in escaping from the Indians and reached 
Boonesborough June 20, 1778. Evidently word of the proposed 
invasion was immediately sent to Williamsburg, and it was to 
this communication the entry in the Journal of the Council, 
dated August 12, 1778, referred. The minutes of the meeting 
of that day read : 

"The Governor having laid before the Board a Letter from 
Colonel Arthur Campbell & Sundry papers from Kentucky 
giving Information on the French and Indians at Detroit 
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having a Design to make an Attack upon the Forts in 
Kentucky, and asking the advice of the Council with respect 
to what had best be done in the matter. Whereupon, the 
Letter and paper aforesaid being read and Considered the 
Board advised his Excellency to give Directions to Colonel 
Campbell, County Lieutenant of Washington, to send a 
number of Men from his Militia not under 100 nor exceeding 
150, officered in the usual manner to the relief of the people of 
Kentucky, also to order them a supply Of Lead & Powder. 
And his Excellency having written a Letter to Colonel Camp- 
bell agreeable to the aforegoing advice the same was read, 
approved of & ordered to be recorded." 
The expedition into the Indian country beyond the Ohio, to 
be led by General Mcintosh from Fort Pitt, was evidently ex- 
pected to be of benefit to the distant settlements, but it was 
with great difficulty that troops and supplies could be gathered. 
The route was to lead westward from the northwestern frontier 
of Virginia, now the western part of Pennsylvania, but Virginia 
was to furnish the great majority of troops. Congress on May 
2, 1778, "Resolved that 2 regiments be raised to serve for 1 year 
on the frontier, 12 companies in Virginia and 4 in Pennsylvania." 
Various references to these questions appear in the Journal of 
the Council of Virginia: 
September 17, 1778 

"A Letter from Colonel Josias Clapham, of the 11 th Instant, 
desiring to be permitted to send a Company of Volunteers 
which had been raised in Loudoun by virtue of an act of 
assembly for reinforcing the grand army, to the assistance of 
General Mcintosh's Brigade, if there were any men raised in 
his County for that purpose, to order them to rendezvous at 
Winchester in order to join General Mcintosh, and desiring 
to be furnished with the necessary Cloathing for said Volun- 
teers should they be permitted to march, was read & consid- 
ered, and thereupon, the Lieutenant Governor was advised 
to write to Colonel Clapham referring him to the Governors 
publication of the 6" 1 August respecting the Troops raised 
under the aforesaid Act and to. inform him that (the Executive 
power have no Right to order the Volunteers to join any 
Corps whatsoever." 
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October 2, 1778 

"A Memorial of Sundry Inhabitants of the South-Western 
Frontier Counties of this Commonwealth in behalf of them- 
selves and all the Inhabitants of those Counties, was laid 
before the Board, and read, setting forth that an offensive 
War carried into the Indian Towns, particularly the Shawa- 
nese Towns would be the most likely means to prevent the 
frequent incursions of those Indians into the said Counties 
and would more probably protect the Inhabitants thereof, 
than by having recourse to defensive measures only. And the 
Board, upon mature consideration thereof, are of Opinion 
that, altho' such an expedition as proposed by the said mem- 
orial might prove of the greatest Utility & Security to the 
Inhabitants aforesaid, yet, as it is utterly impracticable at 
this juncture to furnish Camp Kettles, Linen for Tents &c. 
and without which as is set forth by the said memoralists, 
such an Expedition cannot be carried into Execution, it is 
improper at present to attempt complying with the request 
of the memoralists by directing a War to be carried into the 
Indian Country separately & distinctly from the Expedition 
now under the Directions of General Mcintosh & therefore 
recommend it to the Memoralists to lay their Memorial before 
the said General Mcintosh thet he may render them such 
assistance as may be consistent with his orders & for the good 
of the general service." 
October 5, 1778 

"The Lieutenant Governor having laid before the Board a 
Petition of Sundry of the principal Inhabitants of the County 
of Augusta complaining that the Number of One hundred & 
fifty of the Militia of the said County which were lately 
Ordered to Garrison Fort Randolph, upon application made 
by General Mcintosh, was a greater proportion than could 
be spared consistently with Justice & equality respecting 
other Counties which lay more convenient to Fort Randolph 
& which had not hitherto furnished so many Militia as had 
been before ordered from Augusta to join General Mcintosh, 
and the Board upon seriously considering the said Petition, 
are of Opinion that same is reasonable and they do advise 
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the Lieutenant Governor to write Letters to General Mcin- 
tosh & to the County Lieutenant of Augusta revoking the 
former order of this Board for draughting one hundred fifty 
Militia aforesaid, and other Letters to the County Lieutenants 
of Rockbridge, Botetourt & Montgomery requiring them to 
raise fifty of the Militia of their counties respectively and 
march them forthwith to Garrison Fort Randolph, in the 
room of the hundred & fifty formerly ordered for that purpose 
from the County of Augusta." 

Gen. Edward Hand was recalled from Fort Pitt May 2, 1778, 
and Gen. Mcintosh was placed in command of that important 
post, where he arrived during the latter part of the month. In 
the Journal of Congress, June 2, 1778, it was "ordered that 800 
dollars be advanced to Brigadier Mcintosh on account of his 
extra disbursements in repairing from headquarters, and thence 
to Fort Pitt, in pursuance of the orders of Congress." The 
months following his arrival at the fort were probably devoted 
to making the necessary plans for the intended expedition into 
the Indian country, and it is quite evident he did not relinquish 
his hope of ultimately reaching Detroit. The expedition was 
delayed, supplies were difficult to obtain and the summer was 
passing. A letter from the War Office, dated October 16, 1778, 
and copied in the Journal of Congress October 24, referring to 
the number of cattle being taken to Fort Pitt to serve as supplies 

for the expedition" .by the information of M* Gibson, v* 

Express now here from fort Pitt, that several hundred head 
have actually been delivered, and by that means General Mcin- 
tosh has been enabled to commence his expedition before the 

arrival of supplies from Mr. Lockhart " Starting from 

Fort Pitt some time during the early autumn of 1778, the ex- 
pedition moved down the Ohio a distance of twenty six miles to 
the mouth of Big Beaver creek, a stream entering the right bank 
of the Ohio. Here the expedition halted and erected a fort to 
which was given the name of the commander of the expedition. 
An autograph letter written at this time by Mcintosh to Col. 
Wm. Preston, Lieutenant of Montgomery County, is pre- 
served in the Virginia State Library. This letter is of special 
interest, it reads as follows: 
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"Fort Mcintosh, Beaver Creek 30 th Octo r 1778 
Sir. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that my plan of erecting 
posts in proper places, and securing as I go into the Indian 
Country has its proper effect, and alarms the Savages much. 
Several tribes have already applied to me for peace, but I have 
given them no encouragement yet untill they give me sub- 
stantial proofs of their sincerity, and untill I go to the Dela- 
ware towns, where I propose setting off from here in two or 
three days, and build a fort there, to secure these people in our 
Interest, from whence I may make excurtions to some of the 
hostile towns, but fear I will be disapointed in my designs by 
the shortness of the term of the Militia are engaged for unless 
the Lieutenants, or Commanding Officers of the several 
Counties of Virginia exert themselves in sending me a fresh 
supply of men to relieve those I have now, whose times will all 
expire the first day of January next except the Hampshire 
Militia who are engaged for Six Months, and it will be need- 
less to trouble the people by sending them upon such an Ex- 
pedition as this, for a shorter term, as the distance is so great, 
and growing still greater as I proceed, and the men so tedious 
collecting them together, marching out, and returning home 
again, which takes up the greatest part of the time, therefore 
it will be best that the six months should be from the time 
they arrive at my head quarters untill they are discharged 
from thence (if their service should be so long required) as I 
do not mean to make only an Excurtion into the Indian Coun- 
try as has been always done hitherto and have the same con- 
tinually to do over again, but to keep possession as I go, if I 
am properly supported with men, and insure if possible the 
future peace of this part of the Country. As I have not 
troubled you before I must request of you now, Sir, to send me 
two hundred active young men properly officered, armed and 
accourted as soon as possible that I may not loose any posts 
or Ground I may gain in the Indian Country, they should set 
off at farthest before the first of December to be up with me 
in time. In hopes that you will not disppoint me and use 
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your utmost endeavours to procure all the men, I am very 
respectfully Sir 

Your most obt Hble Serv' 
Lach'» McINTOSH 
To the Lieutenant 

B. G. Commander of West Dep 4 . 
of Montgomery County 

It is evident Mcintosh addressed similar letters to the Lieuten- 
ants of severalcounties, all of whom declined to comply with the 
request. The subject was discussed in the Council on Novem- 
ber 20, 1778, and the minutes of the meeting read : 

"The Board having had under their Mature Deliberation the 
Information given them, that General Mcintosh has lately 
made a demand for two hundred men from each of the Coun- 
ties of Washington, Montgomery, Botetourt, Green Brier, & 
Rockbridge to join him on his Expedition against the Indians; 
and that they are ordered to march immediately to the Dela- 
ware Towns; and considering the impracticability of Marching 
the Troops at this inclement Season thro' a Country destitute 
of Supplies; & that the want of Tents, Kettles, Provisions & 
indeed, every necessary for such an undertaking, would in- 
evitably render a Compliance with the Generals Request im- 
possible. They (tho' it was with reluctance they interfered) 
advised the Governor to counteract to the generals orders to 
the Lieutenants of y* aforenamed Counties for two hundred 
men from each to join him. Which his Excellency did ac- 
cordingly."^) 

The original letter sent by the governor to the Lieutenant of 
Montgomery County, Col. Wm. Preston, is in the Virginia 
State Library : 
Sir: "W'msburg Nov' 20 th 1778 

I have been given to understand that General Mcintosh very 
lately demanded two hundred men from your County to join 
him on his Expedition against the Indians, and that they are 

4-A letter addressed to Col. Archibald Lochry, County Lieutenant of 
Westmoreland, in Pennsylvania, by Mcintosh, and dated "Fort Mcin- 
tosh, Beaver Creek, Oct. 30, 1778," is printed in Fort Pitt and Letters 
front the Frontier, (Mary Carson Darlington] Pittsburgh, 1892. The 
letter is quite similar to that sent to Col. Preston on the same day and 
requests 200 men to report at the fort by December 1. 
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ordered to march immediately to the Delaware Towns. 
This matter has been maturely considered in full Council, and 
the Result is, that I am advised to countermand the General's 
orders, which I do hereby countermand. 

I need not tell you that it is with great Reluctance the 
Executive have interfered in this affair, But the Impractica- 
bility of marching the Troops this inclement Season, thro' a 
Country destitute of Supplys: The want of Tents, Kettles, 
provisions, & I may add of every necessary for such an under- 
taking render a Compliance with the General's Request ab- 
solutely impossible. 

I am Sir 
Cty Lieutenant of Y r mo. Hble Serv 

Montgomery P. Henry" 

The Journal of the Virginia Council contains this mention of a 

letter addressed by the governor to Gen. Mcintosh, the letter is 

probably lost, but it was written a few days after the preceding : 

"November 24, 1778. His Excellency having laid before the 

Board a Letter which he had written to General Mcintosh 

informing him of his having countermanded the orders given 
by him to Several County Lieutenants for furnishing a Num- 
ber of Militia to join him on his Expedition against the Indians 
— which several Letters were read, approved of & ordered to 
be recorded." 

Another reference to the order from the general appears in the 
Journal, dated November 28, 1778: 

"It being represented to the Board by the County Lieutenant 
of Berkley that General Mcintosh had made a requisition for 
one hundred men from that County, whilst nearly three hun- 
dred of the said County were already in Service under him, 
and it appearing from the Information of the County Lieut- 
enant of Frederick that no men have been sent from his Militia 
altho' 200 had been required by General Mcintosh. The Board 
advised his Excellency to countermand the order to the County 
Lieutenant of Berkeley for one hundred men & to direct the 
County Lieutenant of Frederick immediately to furnish the 
two hundred men required from his Militia by the General, 
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and his Excellency was further advised to give notice of those 

orders to General Mcintosh." 

Moving westward from Fort Mcintosh the expedition 
reached the Delaware towns where the second post was erected. 
This was named "Fort Laurens" and stood on the banks of 
Tuscarawas river a short distance south of the present village 
of Bolivar in Tuscarawas county, Ohio. The name Muskingum, 
or Elk's Eye, was at that time applied to the three streams now 
known as the Muskingum, Tuscarawas, and Big Sandy. Tus- 
carawas was a settlement of the Delaware and Wyandot, and 
stood on the banks of the stream of the same name. It was an 
important point and from it trails led to the south, north and 
east. 

After arriving at the Delaware towns, and realizing the many 
hardships attending a winter campaign through the Indian 
country, Mcintosh decided to await the coming of spring, 
before advancing farther. The letters from the governor had 
not yet reached him, but he wrote withdrawing his request for 
troops. The autograph letter is preserved in the Virginia 
State Library, it follows: 

"Fort Laurens upon Muskingum River 

Monday the 7 th December 1778 
Sir. 

I have advanced thus far into the Indian Country, and built 
a good large Stockade Fort here with Barracks to Contain 
two hundred Men or more, when they can be bad, to make 
Excursions into any of the Hostile Towns, who will dare 
offind and Insult us; which I hope will Secure the peace of 
our Frontier in this quarter at least. 

but unhappily the Short Engagements of the Militia pre- 
vented my proceeding any farther, and disapointed all my 
other Schemes, their times were neer out, and I could not 
prevail upon them to remain longer, which Shews the necessity 
of making their term of Service hereafter on such an Expedi- 
tion as this, and such a distance, Six Months from the time 
they Rendesvous at Fort Mcintosh otherwise it will be need- 
less trouble to the people, and expence to the Public, which I 
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expect will be considered by your State, and the Lieutenants 
of each County. I wrote to you the 30 th October for Some 
men to relieve those now here, but I find nothing more can be 
done this Winter. I must request you to put a Stop to their 
March at this time only to have them ready when I shall re- 
quire them in the Spring, which I expect to do, and inform 
you of in time. 

I have the Honor to be Sir 
Your most ob l Serv 4 
Lieutenant of Lach' n Mcintosh" 

Montgomery County 

And so closed the year 1778 on the western frontiers of Vir- 
ginia. An expedition against Detroit had been planned, later 
to be abandoned for the want of men and necessary supplies. 
The Indians remained under the control of the British agents 
and continued their attacks on the distant settlements. Fort 
Mcintosh and Fort Laurens had been constructed, but little 
else had been accomplished. 



